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GENERAL AREA INFO: TBILISI, GEORGIA

Perched along the winding Mtkvari River between the Trialeti mountain ridge and ancient Eurasian trade

corridors, Tbilisi is a crossroads where Eastern Orthodox tradition, Persian bathhouse culture, Soviet

brutalism, and European cafe life coexist. For travelers visiting from Saturday, May 8, 2027, to Friday,

May 14, 2027, Tbilisi offers vibrant street life, lush green hillsides, and al fresco dining. This guide

provides practical, culturally grounded information prepared by TravelReport.ai for a seamless 7-day, 6-

night stay.

Quick Facts

Language: Georgian (Kartveli), written in the Mkhedruli script. English is widely spoken among

hospitality workers and younger generations; Russian is understood by older residents.

Currency: Georgian Lari (GEL / ₾). Cards and contactless mobile pay are widely accepted, but cash

is necessary for market stalls, neighborhood bakeries, and church donations.

Time Zone: Georgia Standard Time (GET, UTC+4). Georgia does not observe Daylight Saving Time.

Power Plugs & Voltage: Standard European Type C and F plugs, operating at 220V and 50Hz.

Emergency Number: 112 (unified nationwide emergency dispatch for police, fire, and ambulance;

English-speaking operators available).

Tipping Norm: Many restaurants add an automatic 10% to 18% service charge to the bill (this usually

goes to general overhead, not the server). Leaving an extra 5% to 10% in cash directly for your

server is customary for good service.

Seasonal Climate, Crowds, and May Considerations

Visiting in mid-May places you in the middle of late spring. Daily temperatures average comfortable

highs of 21°C to 23°C (70°F–73°F) and evening lows around 11°C to 13°C (52°F–55°F). May is also

historically Tbilisi’s rainiest month, typically characterized by brief, sudden afternoon showers rather

than full washouts. Pack breathable layers, comfortable walking shoes with traction for slippery

cobblestones, and a compact umbrella or lightweight rain shell.

Metric Early-to-Mid May Average

Average Daytime High 22°C (72°F)

Average Nighttime

Low
11°C (52°F)

Precipitation Pattern Occasional afternoon thunderstorms (~50–70 mm monthly total)

Crowd Levels &

Pricing

Moderate shoulder-to-peak transition; booking boutique stays 2–3 months ahead is

advised
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Calendar Alert: Two official national public holidays occur during your visit: Sunday, May 9, 2027

(Victory Day) and Wednesday, May 12, 2027 (St. Andrew’s Day). Banks, administrative services, and

municipal offices will be closed on these days. However, tourist attractions, sulfur baths, private

museums, cafes, and supermarkets generally remain open, though public transit operates on holiday

schedules.

Opening-Hour Quirks: Tbilisi runs on a relaxed morning schedule. Most cafes, bakeries, and sights

rarely open before 10:00 AM or 11:00 AM, while dinner service kicks off late and bars remain lively past

midnight. State museums are typically closed on Mondays.

Distinct Neighborhoods: Where to Base Yourself

Old Tbilisi (Dzveli Tbilisi) ↗: Cobblestone alleys, carved wooden balconies, and sulfur bath domes;

best for first-time visitors seeking walkability and historical atmosphere.

Sololaki ↗: Grand 19th-century Art Nouveau residential quarters packed with courtyards, natural wine

bars, and specialty coffee spots; ideal for architecture enthusiasts, foodies, and couples.

Vera ↗: A leafy, hilly enclave of independent boutiques, bohemian guesthouses, and garden cafes;

suits travelers wanting quiet charm near the center.

Chugureti (Fabrika District) ↗: Situated on the left bank around multi-concept hubs, street murals,

and vintage concept stores; best for creative travelers, remote workers, and budget-conscious

adventurers.

Vake ↗: An upscale, modern neighborhood centered on universities, quiet residential streets, and

large parks; suited to business travelers and families preferring upscale apartments away from tourist

crowds.

Iconic Landmarks

Begin above the city at Narikala Fortress ↗, a 4th-century citadel accessible on foot or via aerial cable

car from Rike Park ↗. Adjacent on Sololaki Ridge stands Kartlis Deda (Mother of Georgia) ↗, holding a

bowl of wine for friends and a sword for enemies. Descend into Abanotubani ↗, the domed district

where hot mineral springs inspired the city’s founding. Cross the river to explore Holy Trinity Cathedral

of Tbilisi (Sameba) ↗, one of the largest Eastern Orthodox cathedrals in the world. Stroll past the

crooked fairytale clock tower of the Gabriadze Theater ↗, take in contemporary pedestrian architecture

at the Bridge of Peace ↗, and ride the hillside funicular up to Mtatsminda Park ↗ for panoramic valley

views.

Cultural Etiquette and Useful Expressions

Church Dress Codes: When entering Orthodox churches, modest dress is required. Women should

cover their heads (scarves are usually provided at entrances) and wear skirts below the knee; men

must wear long trousers and remove hats. Refrain from speaking loudly or taking flash photographs

during services.

Table Traditions (Supra): Dining is communal. If you are part of a traditional feast led by a tamada

(toastmaster), do not drink wine casually between toasts; wait for the toast to be delivered, raise your
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glass, and drink in solidarity.

Khinkali Etiquette: Eat soup dumplings with your hands. Grab the top dough "handle" (kudi), turn it

upside down, take a small bite from the side to slurp out the savory broth, then eat the rest. Leave the

thick dough handle on your plate—it is used for holding, not eating, and serves as an informal tally of

how many you've finished.

Useful Expressions:

Gamarjoba (ga-mar-jo-ba) – "Hello" (literally "Victory to you").

Madloba (mad-lo-ba) – "Thank you."

Gaumasjos! (ga-oo-mar-jos) – "Cheers!" (used during toasts).

Bodishi (bo-dee-shee) – "Excuse me" or "Sorry."

Arapris (ah-rah-prees) – "You're welcome."

Gemrielia (gem-ree-el-ee-ah) – "Delicious!"

Sustainable Travel Practices

Tap Water: Tap water sourced from mountain reservoirs is safe to drink in central Tbilisi. Carry a

reusable bottle to avoid single-use plastics.

Public Transit: Purchase a rechargeable Transport Card or tap a standard contactless bank card to

ride the Tbilisi Metro, municipal blue buses, and the Rike cable car. The metro is fast, avoids heavy

downtown traffic, and cuts urban emissions.

Support Heritage Artisans: Shop for souvenirs, enamel jewelry (minankari), dried fruit snacks

(churchkhela), and produce at neighborhood vendors or the Dry Bridge Market ↗, putting funds

directly into the hands of elderly residents and local craftspeople.

Preserve Mountain Greenery: Stick to marked walking trails when hiking from Narikala to the

National Botanical Garden of Georgia ↗, and carry out all personal waste.

Sources

Georgian National Tourism Administration

Tbilisi City Hall Official Portal

Tbilisi Transport Company

Time and Date: Georgia Public Holidays 2027

Weather Spark: Average Weather in May in Tbilisi
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BRIEF HISTORY

Founding and Early Roots

According to ancient legend, King Vakhtang I Gorgasali founded Tbilisi in the 5th century after his

hunting falcon plunged into hot sulfur springs along the Mtkvari River, inspiring the king to move his

capital from nearby Mtskheta to this naturally warmed river gorge. Perched high above the gorge, the

ancient fortress of Narikala Fortress ↗ and the steaming thermal baths of Abanotubani ↗ still anchor the

historic center. For centuries, the settlement served as a critical node on the Silk Road, navigating

repeated sieges and brief occupations by Arabs, Byzantines, Mongols, and Persians while preserving its

distinct Georgian Orthodox soul.

From Ruin to Empire: The Last 250 Years

The modern era for Tbilisi began in devastation. In September 1795, the Persian ruler Agha Mohammad

Khan Qajar crossed the southern frontier and clashed with outnumbered Georgian forces at the Battle of

Krtsanisi. The defeat resulted in the near-total sacking and burning of the capital. Left vulnerable, the

Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti was formally annexed into the Russian Empire in 1801.

Under Imperial Russian rule throughout the 19th and early 20th centuries, Tbilisi—then officially known

as Tiflis—became the administrative capital of the Viceroyalty of the Caucasus. Grand European

avenues, theaters, and neo-classical salons transformed the landscape. Following the 1917 Russian

Revolution, Georgia declared brief independence in 1918 as the Democratic Republic of Georgia, only for

the Red Army to storm the city in February 1921. For seven decades, Tbilisi served as the capital of the

Georgian Soviet Socialist Republic, expanding rapidly through industrialization and monumental public

architecture before reclaiming national sovereignty in 1991.

Crossroads Culture: Trade, Neighbors, and Architecture

Tbilisi’s cultural fabric reflects a crossroads between Europe and Asia. Persian tilework and Ottoman

bathhouse domes blend with Italianate courtyards, Russian neoclassical facades, and intricate wooden

balconies in the historic quarters. This convergence shapes the local kitchen—combining fragrant

Middle Eastern spices with hearty Caucasian staples—and fuels a rich polyphonic singing tradition

alongside innovative visual arts.

Several landmarks trace this evolution directly:

Shota Rustaveli Avenue ↗: Built as Golovin Boulevard under Russian administration, this broad

avenue developed into the cultural spine of the city, lined with 19th-century theaters and civic halls.

Georgian National Museum ↗: Located along Rustaveli Avenue, it preserves ancient Bronze Age gold

treasures alongside the poignant Soviet Occupation Exhibition.

Kartlis Deda ↗: Erected on Sololaki Ridge in 1958 to mark Tbilisi’s 1,500th anniversary, the 20-meter

aluminum figure holds a bowl of wine for friends and a sword for foes.
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Dry Bridge Market ↗: Originally a 19th-century river crossing, it emerged during the turbulent 1990s

as a bustling open-air bazaar for vintage jewelry, handicrafts, and Soviet-era relics.

Modern Identity and Global Outlook

Following the peaceful 2003 Rose Revolution, Tbilisi embraced sweeping modernization while

safeguarding its layered heritage. Striking contemporary monuments rose across the skyline, notably the

monumental Holy Trinity Cathedral of Tbilisi ↗ (Sameba) and the undulating steel-and-glass canopy of

the Bridge of Peace ↗, designed by Michele De Lucchi. Today, converted factories house thriving design

hubs, natural wine bars, and electronic music venues, welcoming international travelers into a dynamic

European capital rooted in thousands of years of resilience.

Travelers visiting from May 8 to May 14, 2027, will experience peak spring, when warm daytime highs

around 21°C to 23°C (70°F to 73°F) illuminate the verdant hillside ridges above the Mtkvari.

Sources

Wikipedia: Battle of Krtsanisi

Georgian National Museum Official Website

Weather Spark: May Climate and Weather in Tbilisi, Georgia

Georgian National Tourism Administration

Google Maps sources: Georgian National Museum · Mother of Georgia · Review of Mother of Georgia · Dry Bridge Market ·

Review of Dry Bridge Market · Bridge of Peace · Review of Bridge of Peace
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CURRENCY AND CONVERSION RATES

Managing money in Tbilisi is remarkably smooth, with a well-developed digital banking ecosystem

operating alongside traditional cash-based bazaars. During your spring visit from Saturday, May 8, 2027

to Friday, May 14, 2027, you will encounter comfortable late-spring weather and active outdoor dining,

making a mix of contactless payments and a small wallet of local paper notes your most convenient

approach.

The Georgian Lari: Notes and Coins

The official currency of Georgia is the Georgian Lari, abbreviated internationally as GEL and locally

symbolized as ₾. One lari is divided into 100 tetri.

Coins: Denominated in 1, 2, 5, 10, 20, and 50 tetri, as well as 1 and 2 lari. Small coins (under 20 tetri)

are rarely handed out, but 1 and 2 GEL coins are indispensable for public washrooms, vending stalls,

and bakeries.

Banknotes: Circulate in denominations of 5, 10, 20, 50, 100, and 200 GEL. Modern lari notes are

brightly colored, featuring prominent Georgian cultural figures and monuments. Keep 5, 10, and 20

GEL bills handy; small shops often struggle to break a 100 or 200 GEL note for modest purchases.

Exchange Rates and Currency Conversion

As of late October 2026, indicative official baseline rates from the National Bank of Georgia stand

approximately at:

1 USD ≈ 2.60 GEL (or 100 GEL ≈ $38.46 USD)

1 EUR ≈ 2.91 GEL (or 100 GEL ≈ €34.36 EUR)

Always check rates prior to departure, as currency values fluctuate.

When converting cash, city exchange booths (marked Valutis Gadatsvla) along major streets such as

Rustaveli Avenue generally offer better spreads than airport kiosks. Compare the buy/sell board against

the central rate to verify they do not build hidden margins into the transaction. For reliable bank branch

conversions, visit the 24-hour service center at Bank of Georgia Service Center 168 ↗ on First Republic

Square. Ensure foreign banknotes are crisp, unripped, and free of writing, as cashiers will decline

marked bills.

Decline Dynamic Currency Conversion (DCC): When an ATM or point-of-sale card machine asks

whether you want to be billed in your home currency (USD/EUR) or the local currency (GEL), always

choose GEL. Choosing your home currency triggers DCC, applying inflated provider exchange fees of

5% to 8% above standard interbank rates.
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Payment Methods: Cash vs. Card

Tbilisi is overwhelmingly card-friendly. Contactless card readers, Apple Pay, and Google Pay work

seamlessly across modern cafes, supermarkets, restaurants, and pharmacy chains. Tbilisi’s public

metro, buses, and minibuses permit direct contactless tap-to-pay using standard foreign Visa or

Mastercard debit/credit cards.

However, carry 40 to 60 GEL in physical cash for specific scenarios: traditional food stalls at the bustling

Dezerter Bazaar ↗, vintage souvenir stalls at the outdoor Dry Bridge Market ↗, street fruit vendors, small

neighborhood bakeries (tone), and out-of-town marshrutka minibuses.

Cost of Living and Typical Expenses

Tbilisi remains very affordable compared to Western European capitals. Below is a realistic spending

snapshot for travelers:

Expense Approximate Cost (GEL) Approximate Cost (USD)

Specialty Coffee (Cappuccino/Flat White) 8 – 12 GEL $3.10 – $4.60

Casual Meal (Khachapuri & Soft Drink) 15 – 25 GEL $5.80 – $9.60

Mid-Range Restaurant Dinner (with local wine) 50 – 80 GEL $19.20 – $30.80

Single Public Transit Ride (Metro / Bus, 90 min) 1.00 GEL $0.38

App-Based Taxi from Airport to Center (Bolt) 25 – 35 GEL $9.60 – $13.50

Mid-Range Hotel (per night, central district) 180 – 320 GEL $69.00 – $123.00

When arriving at Tbilisi International Airport ↗, bypass aggressive curbside solicitors and use the Bolt

rideshare app to secure an upfront, metered price into the city.

Tipping and Bargaining Etiquette

Dining & Bars: Many sit-down restaurants automatically include an 10% to 18% service fee on the

final bill. This fee often functions as a general venue surcharge rather than direct staff pay. Leaving

an additional 5% to 10% in cash directly on the table for attentive servers is customary and

appreciated.

Taxis: Round up to the nearest lari on ride-hailing apps or leave a 1 to 2 GEL in-app tip for helpful

luggage assistance.

Bargaining: Fixed-price etiquette applies in grocery stores, retail boutiques, cafes, and modern wine

shops. Polite bargaining is acceptable only in open flea markets like the Dry Bridge Market or when

buying bulk produce and crafts at open-air bazaars. Keep negotiations friendly and lighthearted.

Digital Money Tools

To stay on top of budget management offline and online, install:
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XE Currency or Currency (by Jeffrey Grossman): Reliable offline FX converters that cache daily

National Bank rates so you can verify prices without cell reception.

TravelSpend or Trabee Pocket: Handy budgeting apps allowing quick expense tracking in GEL while

recording base equivalents in your home currency.

Bolt: The leading regional transit app, allowing secure card transactions and eliminating the need for

cash negotiations with drivers.

Economic Conditions for May 2027

Georgia’s macroeconomic profile maintains disciplined fiscal oversight from the central bank, keeping

the lari relatively stable within floating target bands. However, geopolitical developments in the

Caucasus and wider transit trade flows can cause episodic exchange swings. For your mid-May journey,

book accommodations with flexible cancellation terms, lock in pre-paid rates if favorable, and rely on

multi-currency cards with zero foreign transaction fees to avoid sudden rate shifts.

Sources

National Bank of Georgia (Official Exchange Rates & Monetary Policy)

Tbilisi Transport Company (Tariffs & Contactless Fares)

Tbilisi International Airport Official Portal

Bolt Transit & Ride-Hailing Operations

Google Maps sources: Dezerter Bazaar · Dry Bridge Market · Tbilisi International Airport
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WEATHER: HISTORIC PATTERNS AND
OUTLOOK

Travelers visiting Tbilisi, Georgia from Saturday, May 8, 2027 to Friday, May 14, 2027 will experience

mid-spring. During this transitional window, the South Caucasus emerges from cool mountain runoff into

comfortably warm, verdant spring weather. However, May also marks the wettest period of the year

across the Mtkvari River basin.

Historic Weather Analysis (Mid-May)

According to long-term climate normals from the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and

National Environmental Agency records, mid-May in Tbilisi features pleasant daytime warmth and crisp

evenings:

Metric Mid-May Value

Average High Temperature 72°F to 75°F (22°C to 24°C)

Average Low Temperature 52°F to 55°F (11°C to 13°C)

Precipitation (Full Month Avg) ~2.8 to 3.5 in (70 to 90 mm)

Rain Days (Full Month Avg) 10 to 14 days with measurable rain

Relative Humidity 60% to 68%

Average Wind Speed 6 to 9 mph (10 to 15 km/h)

Daylight Length ~14 hours, 25 minutes

Tbilisi is inland and non-coastal, so sea temperatures do not apply directly (the Black Sea near Batumi

sits around 61°F / 16°C in mid-May). Precipitation during this week typically arrives not as protracted,

day-long washouts, but rather as sharp afternoon and early evening convective rain showers or brief

thunderstorms. Significant weather anomalies in recent years have centered around localized spring

flash downpours: heavy convective bursts funneling down steep ravines into low-lying streets and

drainage systems, occasionally prompting urban flood advisories.

Outlook & Climate Trends

Recent decadal trends across eastern Georgia demonstrate gradual spring warming, with mid-May

highs occasionally spiking above 82°F (28°C), interspersed with rapid storm cell development driven by

heat convection over the Trialeti Range. Note that this historical overview is not an operational weather

forecast. Travelers must check real-time 3- to 7-day synoptic forecasts immediately prior to flying.
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Practical Implications for Travelers

Packing essentials: Pack versatile, breathable layers (cotton, merino wool, linen) paired with a

medium jacket or fleece for cool evenings. A packable waterproof shell, a sturdy compact umbrella,

and water-resistant walking shoes with grip are essential.

Optimal times for outdoor exploration: Mornings and midday provide the clearest skies and calmest

winds for climbing cobblestone inclines in Old Tbilisi ↗ or touring Narikala Fortress ↗. Plan indoor

museum visits or winery tastings for late afternoon if rain clouds gather.

Precautions: While Tbilisi is free from tropical cyclones and sea typhoons, lightning storms and

sudden gusts can occur quickly in hilly areas like Mtatsminda Park ↗. Old Town's polished

cobblestones turn slippery when wet—prioritize shoes with solid traction. Altitude in central Tbilisi is

mild (~1,400 to 1,600 ft / 430 to 490 m), meaning altitude sickness is not a concern unless taking day

excursions high into the Greater Caucasus.

Official Forecast Services to Check During Travel

Monitor local weather statements and radar via official portals during your stay:

National Environmental Agency of Georgia (NEA) — Official state hydrometeorological forecasts,

regional radars, and severe weather warnings.

World Weather Information Service (WMO) - Tbilisi — Official climatological data and vetted

international forecasts.

Sources

National Environmental Agency (NEA) of Georgia

WMO World Weather Information Service – Tbilisi Climatological Information

Climates to Travel – Georgia May Climate Normals

Weather Spark – May Climate & Weather Patterns in Tbilisi

Google Maps sources: Old Tbilisi · Narikala Fortress · Mtatsminda Park
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PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

Getting around Tbilisi during your stay from Saturday, May 8 to Friday, May 14, 2027, will introduce you

to one of the most affordable and character-filled transit networks in the Caucasus. Late spring brings

pleasant, balmy weather ideal for riding hilltop cable cars, strolling through historic stations, and

hopping across the Mtkvari River.

The Transit Network: How to Get Around

The Metro: Operated by the Tbilisi Transport Company (TTC), the metro has two lines (Akhmeteli–

Varketili Line and Saburtalo Line) intersecting at Station Square ↗. Trains run daily from 6:00 AM to

midnight. Built during the Soviet era, stations like Rustaveli ↗ plunge over 60 meters below ground

with dramatic, high-speed escalators.

City Buses & Minibuses (Marshrutkas): TTC operates modern blue and green buses alongside

smaller blue minibuses. They reach every hillside neighborhood that trains bypass. Key routes run

from 6:00 AM to roughly 11:00 PM or midnight.

Cable Cars & Funiculars: While Tbilisi has no municipal river ferries, its aerial ropeways function as

genuine transit:

Rike–Narikala Cable Car: Glides from Rike Park ↗ up to the ancient Narikala Fortress and Mother of

Georgia statue (10:00 AM–10:00 PM; 2.50 GEL one-way).

Turtle Lake Aerial Tramway: Connects Vake Park ↗ to Turtle Lake (1.00 GEL one-way).

Mtatsminda Funicular ↗: A historic funicular railway opened in 1905 climbs straight up Mount

Mtatsminda. It requires a dedicated park card (2 GEL) and costs 10 GEL per ride (operates ~9:45

AM–10:30 PM).

Micromobility (Bikes & Scooters): App-based electric kick scooters (such as Bolt and Whoosh) are

scattered throughout Vake, Saburtalo, and along Rustaveli Avenue. Tbilisi's steep hills and

cobblestones make scooters best suited for flat avenues and riverfront paths.

Taxis & Ride-Hailing: Street cabs lack meters; avoid hailing them directly. Use app-based ride-hailing

services like Bolt or Yandex Go for fixed upfront pricing.

Fares, Passes & Ticketing

Tbilisi operates on an integrated flat-fare structure. You do not need to buy paper tickets for everyday

journeys.

Ticket / Pass Option
Price

(GEL)
Coverage & Validity

Single Fare (Contactless /

Metromoney)
1.00 GEL

Includes 90-minute free transfer across Metro, Buses &

Minibuses
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Ticket / Pass Option
Price

(GEL)
Coverage & Validity

1-Day Unlimited Pass 3.00 GEL
24 hours unlimited citywide transit (requires Subscription

Card)

7-Day Unlimited Pass 20.00 GEL Perfect for a week-long stay (requires Subscription Card)

Metromoney / Subscription Card

Plastic
2.00 GEL Refundable physical card available at metro ticket windows

Payment Tip: You can simply tap your contactless Visa, Mastercard, Apple Pay, or Google Pay directly

at every metro gate and bus validator. Note: Tapping an international contactless card automatically

activates the 90-minute transfer window (some foreign banks may briefly show a pending authorization

of ~1.50 GEL before settling). Keep purchase receipts if you buy a plastic Metromoney card—it is the

only way to replace a damaged card or get your 2 GEL deposit back.

Getting to the Center from Major Hubs

From Tbilisi International Airport (TBS) ↗:

Municipal Bus #337: Departs directly outside arrivals every 15–20 minutes from ~6:00 AM to 11:00

PM. It routes straight through Avlabari ↗, terminates around Freedom Square ↗ and Station

Square, costing just 1.00 GEL (45–60 minutes).

Ride-Hailing (Bolt): Available on arrival via terminal Wi-Fi, reaching central Old Tbilisi in 25–35

minutes for roughly 25–35 GEL (~$9–$13 USD).

From Tbilisi Central Railway Station ↗:

Directly connected to Station Square Metro Station. Hop onto Line 1 heading south; you will reach

Rustaveli or Freedom Square in under 7 minutes for 1.00 GEL.

From Intercity Terminals (Didube Bus Terminal ↗):

If arriving by intercity marshrutka, step straight into Didube Metro Station. Line 1 carries you

directly to the city center in about 15 minutes for 1.00 GEL.

Accessibility, Peak Hours & Travel Etiquette

Accessibility: Modern blue buses feature low floors, kneeling capability, and wheelchair boarding

ramps. However, the historic metro system is largely inaccessible for travelers with wheelchairs or

heavy strollers due to deep underground escalators and a lack of elevators. If navigating with mobility

challenges or young families, city buses and Bolt taxis are significantly easier. Bicycles are generally not

permitted on underground metro trains, though folding bikes and baby strollers are welcomed aboard

standard buses. Cable cars allow folded strollers and accommodate wheelchairs at terminal boarding

gates.

Language & Navigation Tech: Metro stop announcements are voiced in Georgian and English, with dual-

language digital platform displays. Download Google Maps or Moovit for real-time bus arrivals and

SAMPLE · Travel Report · Tbilisi, Georgia · May 8, 2027 – May 14, 2027 travelreport.ai · 13/41

https://maps.google.com/maps?cid=14751131839375526849
https://maps.google.com/maps?cid=6449896346685349082
https://maps.google.com/maps?cid=1390426529445285903
https://maps.google.com/maps?cid=16419529090847423679
https://maps.google.com/maps?cid=13988408041194634177


transfer routing.

Peak Periods & Local Etiquette: Morning rush (8:30 AM–10:00 AM) and evening rush (5:30 PM–7:30

PM) cause heavy congestion, particularly along Chavchavadze Avenue and around Station Square. On

metro escalators, strictly stand on the right and walk on the left. Offering your seat to elderly

passengers, pregnant women, and young children is deeply embedded in Georgian transit courtesy.

Events & Disruptions (May 8–14, 2027): May 9 is Victory Day, an official national holiday in Georgia.

Expect minor ceremonial road closures around Vake Park and central squares. Political and cultural

gatherings occasionally redirect buses along Rustaveli Avenue; check live transit updates via the TTC

mobile portal.

Sources

Tbilisi Transport Company (TTC) - Official Timetables, Routes & Fares

Tbilisi International Airport (TBS) - Airport Transit & Flight Schedules

Georgian Railway (GR) - National Train Schedules & Central Station Information

Bolt Georgia - Ride-Hailing & Airport Transfer Operator

Mtatsminda Park & Funicular Complex - Cable Railway Tariffs

Google Maps sources: Station Square · Review of Station Square · Review of Rustaveli M/S · "Rustaveli" · Rike Park · Mother of

Georgia Tramway · Review of Mother of Georgia Tramway · Vake Park · Mtatsminda Funicular · Review of Tbilisi Funicular (Lower

Station) · Review of Mtatsminda Funicular · Tbilisi Funicular (Lower Station) · Review of Tbilisi Central Railway Station · Review of

Didube Bus Terminal · Review of Avlabari · Review of Tbilisi Central Railway Station · Review of Station Square
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TRAVEL HEALTH REPORT: TBILISI, GEORGIA

Mid-spring in Tbilisi—specifically during the second week of May (May 8 to May 14, 2027)—is one of

the most delightful seasons to visit the Georgian capital. The climate is comfortably warm, blooming

greenery fills city parks like Rike Park ↗, and open-air café terraces across Old Tbilisi ↗ are lively.

However, smooth travel relies on informed preparation: navigating uneven cobblestone slopes, handling

food safety, and meeting Georgia's border health insurance regulations will keep your 7-day, 6-night

journey trouble-free.

Entry Health Requirements and Vaccinations

Georgia does not currently mandate routine travel vaccines or a yellow fever certificate for entry unless

arriving directly from an area with active yellow fever transmission. Routine immunizations should be up

to date before departure, including measles-mumps-rubella (MMR), diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis (Tdap),

varicella, and seasonal influenza. Both the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and

the World Health Organization (WHO) recommend the following vaccines for travel to Georgia:

Hepatitis A: Recommended for unvaccinated travelers aged 1 year and older, due to risk from

contaminated food and water.

Hepatitis B: Recommended for unvaccinated travelers, especially those who may need medical

treatment or dental work.

Rabies: Highly recommended if you plan outdoor hiking or close contact with animals, as Georgia

has a present rabies reservoir in stray domestic animals and wildlife.

COVID-19 & Polio booster: Ensure routine boosters are current according to national guidelines.

Georgia was declared malaria-free by the WHO, so antimalarial medication is not needed.

General Health Risks

Food and Water Safety: Tap water in central Tbilisi is chlorinated and considered microbiologically safe

for municipal residents, but aging piping in historic districts can introduce sediment or taste issues. To

prevent travelers' diarrhea, stick to bottled or filtered water, ensure street food is served piping hot, and

wash raw fruits and vegetables thoroughly before eating.

Sun Exposure: In mid-May, daytime temperatures average between 19°C and 25°C (66°F–77°F).

Moderate to high UV levels can cause sunburn faster than anticipated in clear mountain valley air. Apply

broad-spectrum sunscreen (SPF 30 or higher) daily, reapply after walking, and carry sunglasses and a

wide-brimmed hat.

Animal Safety: Tbilisi has an extensive, visible population of stray dogs and cats, many ear-tagged by

municipal neutering programs. Despite their calm demeanor, never pet or feed stray animals. Animal

bites or scratches pose a real rabies risk. In rural or scrubland areas outside the center, ticks are active

during spring; use DEET-based insect repellent if walking through tall grass.
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Heat Waves and Extreme Weather: May brings mild weather, but occasional unseasonal heat spikes or

brief torrential downpours can occur. Check daily forecasts, stay hydrated while navigating steep

inclines up to Narikala Fortress ↗, and wear supportive shoes to avoid slips on wet cobblestones.

Navigating the Local Health System

In a life-threatening medical emergency, call 112 immediately. This unified dispatch service is free from

any mobile phone (even without a local SIM card) and connects callers to police, fire, or ambulance

dispatchers, with English-speaking operators available. For non-critical emergencies, private vehicle or

taxi transport is often faster than waiting for standard municipal ambulances.

Tbilisi hosts several modern private medical centers with 24/7 emergency departments, multilingual

staff, and English-speaking doctors:

American Hospital Tbilisi ↗ – 17 Ushangi Chkheidze St. Modern multidisciplinary hospital with a 24/7

Level IV emergency medicine department and fluent English-speaking specialists. Verified phone:

+995 32 200 90 09.

American Medical Centers Tbilisi ↗ – 11 Dimitri Arakishvili St. Specialized international outpatient and

urgent care clinic offering 24/7 on-call visits and direct billing with major international insurers.

Verified phone: +995 32 250 00 20.

New Hospitals ↗ – 12 Krtsanisi St. A large multi-profile clinic featuring a fully equipped 24/7

emergency department and diagnostic center. Verified phone: +995 32 219 01 90.

MediClub Georgia ↗ – 22a Tashkenti St. Established private medical facility staffed with

internationally trained trauma and emergency response personnel. Verified phone: +995 32 225 19

91.

Health Insurance and Medical Services

Mandatory Travel Insurance: Foreign tourists entering Georgia must hold valid health and accident

insurance covering their entire stay, with a minimum coverage limit of 30,000 GEL (or currency

equivalent). Policies must be issued in English or Georgian and clearly list traveler details, dates, and

medical coverage. Keep digital and printed copies with your passport, as border control or airlines may

check.

Pharmacies and Supplies: Tbilisi has well-stocked pharmacy chains—such as Aversi ↗, PSP ↗, and GPC

↗—many of which operate 24 hours. Basic remedies (antihistamines, oral rehydration salts, ibuprofen)

are readily available over the counter. If traveling with prescription medication, bring supplies in original

labeled bottles accompanied by a doctor's letter translated or written in English, as Georgian customs

strictly restricts opioids, amphetamines, and strong psychotropic substances.

Protective Gear and Local Daily Rhythms

Prepare a compact health kit containing electrolyte tablets, blister plasters for steep walking tours,

broad-spectrum sunscreen, and an alcohol-based hand sanitizer. During mid-May, Tbilisi experiences

brisk mornings and warm afternoons; adopt the local rhythm by scheduling outdoor explorations around
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Mtatsminda Park ↗ or ancient quarters before 12:30 PM, reserving the warmer midday hours (1:00 PM to

4:00 PM) for indoor museums or leisurely lunches.

Summary and Web Links

Mandatory Insurance: Ensure health policy covers ≥ 30,000 GEL in English/Georgian.

Emergency Assistance: Dial 112 nationwide.

Key Vaccines: Up-to-date Hepatitis A, Hepatitis B, Tdap, and Rabies caution.

Water & Animal Safety: Prefer bottled water and avoid handling stray animals.

Stay informed through authoritative health portals: review the CDC Travelers' Health Country Directory,

check global updates on the World Health Organization, and review border regulations via the Ministry

of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of

Georgia.

Conclusion

Tbilisi offers exceptional cultural and culinary experiences throughout May. By securing compliant

medical insurance in advance, maintaining routine vaccinations, and saving emergency numbers, you

can explore Georgia with complete confidence and peace of mind.

Sources

U.S. Department of State - Georgia Country Information & Entry Rules

U.S. Embassy in Georgia: Medical Assistance

112 Emergency and Operative Response Center of Georgia

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia - Entering Georgia & Mandatory Insurance Terms

World Health Organization - Georgia Country Profile & Immunization Details

Google Maps sources: American Hospital Tbilisi · American Medical Centers Tbilisi · New Hospitals · MediClub Georgia
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PHARMACY LOCATIONS

Pharmacies in Tbilisi are extraordinarily prevalent, modern, and accessible. In central districts, you will

often find multiple competing pharmacies on a single street corner. During your stay in mid-May (May 8

to May 14, 2027)—the height of pleasant late spring when outdoor exploring and café dining are peak

activities—having easy access to basic remedies and knowing local healthcare regulations ensures a

seamless trip.

Chains, Local Pharmacies, and Opening Hours

The Georgian pharmaceutical market is dominated by three major, reputable chains: PSP, Aversi, and

GPC (along with its budget sister brand, Pharmadepot). Independent corner pharmacies exist but are

less common. Chain pharmacies are bright, well-organized retail environments that stock standard

European, Turkish, and Georgian pharmaceuticals alongside personal hygiene items, cosmetics, and

baby supplies.

Standard branch hours run from 08:30 or 09:00 until 21:00 or 22:00 daily, including weekends and

public holidays. In central neighborhoods like Mtatsminda, Sololaki, Vake, and Vera, dozens of branches

operate around the clock (24/7). In outlying suburbs and quiet residential pockets (such as Didi Dighomi

or Samgori), late-night options are fewer, and smaller branches typically close by 20:00 or 21:00.

Recommended Central Tbilisi Pharmacies

Here are several easily accessible, centrally located pharmacies to note during your stay:

Aversi Pharmacy (148 Davit Aghmashenebeli Ave, Chugureti) ↗: Verified open 24 hours daily. A

flagship branch on a major historic boulevard east of the Mtkvari River.

PSP Pharmacy Galleria Tbilisi (2/4 Shota Rustaveli Ave, Mtatsminda) ↗: Open daily 10:00 to 22:00.

Located on the lower level of the Galleria mall directly at Liberty Square ↗.

GPC Pharmacy (16 Shota Rustaveli Ave, Mtatsminda) ↗: Open daily 08:30 to 22:00. Ideally situated

along the city’s premier central promenade.

Aversi Pharmacy #27 (1 Ivane Machabeli St, Sololaki) ↗: Open daily 08:30 to 21:30. Conveniently

located in the heart of the historic Old Town cafe and tourist quarter.

Pharmadepot (4 Giorgi Leonidze St, Sololaki) ↗: Open daily 08:30 to 22:00. Steps from Freedom

Square, offering competitive prices on over-the-counter essentials.

How to Spot a Pharmacy and Digital Tools

Look for illuminated green or blue cross signs mounted on exterior building walls. In Georgian script, the

word for pharmacy is აფთიაქი (pronounced ap-ti-a-ki), but major brands always display their Latin

names (PSP, Aversi, GPC). Instead of rotating emergency duty rotas, the large chains keep dedicated

24-hour branches open continuously. For digital lookups, chain websites (such as Aversi.ge and PSP.ge)
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have store finders with a "24-hour" filter. Delivery apps like Wolt and Glovo also deliver non-prescription

items directly to your hotel from local pharmacies in central Tbilisi.

Purchasing Medication and Regulations

Medications in Georgia fall into distinct categories. Over-the-counter (OTC) pain relievers, digestive

aids, and antihistamines require no prescription. For antibiotics and certain cardiovascular drugs,

Georgian regulations technically require an electronic prescription registered in the national digital health

database; foreign paper prescriptions cannot be directly inputted into the Georgian state database. If

you require prescription-only medicines, you must visit a local clinic to have a Georgian doctor issue the

electronic order.

Common travel remedies and typical equivalents available at the counter include:

Paracetamol / Acetaminophen: Widely sold under generic Paracetamol, Panadol, or Efferalgan.

Ibuprofen: Readily available as Nurofen, Ibumax, or generic Ibuprofen.

Digestive distress: Loperamide (Imodium), Smecta (diosmectite clay sachets), and Mezym

(pancreatin enzymes).

Allergies: Cetirizine (Zyrtec), Loratadine (Claritin), or Suprastin.

Strict Customs Warning: Georgia enforces exceptionally stringent drug trafficking laws. Medications

containing codeine (common in cough syrups and co-codamol painkillers) or pseudoephedrine /

ephedrine (common in over-the-counter decongestants like Sudafed) are classified as controlled

narcotic substances. Carrying them across the border without authorized, certified medical

documentation can lead to severe criminal penalties. Leave these at home and purchase standard local

decongestant nasal sprays (such as Otrivin) at a Tbilisi pharmacy instead.

For reimbursement via travel insurance, pay by card and request a full printed fiscal receipt (chek-i)

showing itemized drug names. Pharmacies cannot bill foreign insurance policies directly.

Emergency Services

For urgent medical crises, dial 112 from any phone (free of charge, works without a Georgian SIM). The

unified 112 dispatch handles ambulance, rescue, and police services. English-speaking operators are

available around the clock; if the initial call-taker speaks Georgian, clearly request an English speaker.

Sources

Aversi Pharmacy Network Directory

PSP Pharmacy Official Portal & Locations

Revenue Service of Georgia – Controlled Substances & Customs Rules

Public Safety Command Center 112 Georgia
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AIR QUALITY

Air quality directly affects your energy levels, comfort, and safety while exploring on foot. In Tbilisi,

where cobblestone inclines and staircases require physical effort, elevated pollution can quickly trigger

throat irritation, coughing, or headaches. For travelers with asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary

disease (COPD), allergies, or cardiovascular conditions, poor air quality poses serious risks. Maintaining

awareness of local conditions allows you to pace activities safely and enjoy your visit.

Pollution Sources and Seasonal Patterns

Tbilisi sits in an elongated depression along the Mtkvari River valley, flanked by hills that can trap

pollutants. The primary urban pollutant is traffic-related emissions—chiefly nitrogen dioxide (NO₂) and

fine particulate matter (PM2.5 and PM10)—driven by dense vehicle congestion, older fleets, and active

construction dust. In the hotter months, ground-level ozone (O₃) also increases under intense sunlight.

Occasional transboundary dust carried from arid regions to the south can also elevate particulate levels

unexpectedly.

During your stay from Saturday, May 8, 2027, to Friday, May 14, 2027, you will experience late spring.

Air quality during May is generally far better than in winter, when wood and residential gas heating

worsen valley inversions. May also brings frequent spring showers that help wash airborne particulates

from the basin. However, May is the peak blooming period across the Caucasus, meaning high

environmental pollen counts can aggravate hay fever and irritate sensitive airways even when vehicular

AQI readings remain moderate.

Urban vs. Rural Differences and Daily Cycles

Air quality varies sharply by topography and traffic density:

Valley Basin & Major Arteries: Heavily trafficked canyon streets, such as Rustaveli Avenue ↗ and

Akaki Tsereteli Avenue ↗, experience stagnant exhaust and dust, particularly during morning (08:30–

10:30) and evening (18:00–20:30) rush hours.

Elevated Hillsides & Ridges: Districts perched along higher slopes enjoy substantially better air

circulation, cooler mountain breezes, and lower particulate counts.

Outlying Rural Escapes: Leaving the central basin for day excursions into semi-rural foothills yields

noticeably cleaner, crisp mountain air.

Checking Current Air Quality

Before heading out for a full day of sightseeing, consult real-time data sources:

Official National Monitoring Portal: The Georgia National Environmental Agency maintains an

ambient air portal at Air.gov.ge, displaying live station data across Tbilisi for PM2.5, PM10, NO₂, and

ozone.
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Mobile Apps: Global monitoring apps such as IQAir Visual and Plume Labs aggregate official sensors

alongside local crowd-sourced monitors, providing real-time Air Quality Index (AQI) values and hourly

projections.

Practical Tips to Minimize Exposure

Lodging Selection: Book accommodations set on pedestrian lanes or higher hillsides rather than

facing major traffic corridors or major bus intersections.

Time Outdoor Exertion: Plan vigorous walking tours, fortress climbs, or cycling for early morning

hours before traffic builds and before midday ozone peaks.

Carry Protective Masks: Travelers with respiratory sensitivities should carry well-fitted N95 or FFP2

respirators in case street-level dust or sudden dust plumes elevate PM2.5 into the "Unhealthy for

Sensitive Groups" range.

Escape to Green Sanctuaries: When the central valley feels stuffy, head to high-elevation parks and

nature reserves that offer cleaner airflow:

Mtatsminda Park ↗, located atop Mount Mtatsminda high above the urban basin.

National Botanical Garden ↗, nestled behind the ridge with extensive walking trails.

Turtle Lake ↗, a lakeside retreat perched in the Vake hills above street congestion.

Sources

Georgia National Environmental Agency (NEA) – Ambient Air Quality Portal

LEPL National Environmental Agency of Georgia – Environmental Monitoring

IQAir – Tbilisi Air Quality Index & Forecasts

Google Maps sources: Mtatsminda Park · Review of Mtatsminda Park · Review of Mtatsminda Park · National Botanical Garden ·

Review of National Botanical Garden · Turtle Lake · Review of Turtle Lake
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WATER QUALITY

Understanding local water quality ensures a seamless visit to the Georgian capital. For your stay from

Saturday, May 8, 2027 to Friday, May 14, 2027, you will experience late spring in Tbilisi, characterized by

mild, pleasant temperatures and occasional afternoon showers. Whether sipping from a kitchen faucet,

filling a hydration pack, or exploring local urban lakes, knowing the health standards and infrastructure

caveats protects you from avoidable gastrointestinal illnesses.

Drinking Water Safety Standards

Municipal tap water in Tbilisi is treated and considered biologically safe to drink according to the primary

utility provider, Georgian Water and Power (GWP) ↗, and the National Center for Disease Control and

Public Health (NCDC). Tbilisi draws raw water from mountain-fed basins such as the Aragvi River and

regional reservoirs. GWP operates ISO 17025–accredited laboratories and applies multi-stage filtration

and chlorination meeting World Health Organization (WHO) and Georgian drinking water standards.

Key Concerns: The "Last-Mile" Infrastructure

While the water leaving central treatment facilities is clean, water quality at the faucet varies

considerably across the city:

Older Buildings & Internal Plumbing: Historic districts—such as Old Tbilisi ↗ and Sololaki ↗—and

Soviet-era apartment complexes often contain aging galvanized iron, corroded steel, or lead-

soldered pipes. This can introduce rust, loose sediment, or trace heavy metals into private taps.

Modern Hotels vs. Private Rentals: Major international hotels and newly constructed residential

developments (post-2010) typically feature modern copper or plastic PEX piping and dedicated

building filtration. Short-term Airbnb rentals in pre-1990 buildings carry a higher risk of aesthetic and

particulate issues.

Post-Storm and Maintenance Disruption: Heavy spring downpours or municipal repair work can

cause temporary drops in pressure and discolored, cloudy tap water. Never drink discolored water

immediately following a supply disruption; run the tap until it clears.

Rural & Regional Excursions: If you take day trips beyond municipal Tbilisi into rural villages or

mountain trails, surface water may contain agricultural runoff, bacterial pathogens, or parasites like

Giardia lamblia.

Assessing Safety and Treatment Options

Most travelers drink tap water in modern Tbilisi hotels without issue. However, if you have a sensitive

stomach or stay in older housing, take simple precautions:

Public Drinking Fountains: Street-level stone drinking fountains (fontanchiki) connect directly to the

main water grid and are widely used by locals, offering clean, running mountain-derived water.
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Filtration: A standard activated-carbon filter pitcher (such as Brita or Aquaphor) effectively removes

residual chlorine taste and pipe sediments. For rural day hikes, use a 0.1-micron hollow-fiber

membrane filter (e.g., Sawyer Squeeze) or chlorine dioxide purification tablets.

Bottled & Mineral Water: Bottled spring water (such as Bakuriani or Sno) and renowned sparkling

mineral waters (Borjomi, Nabeghlavi) are inexpensive and available at every market.

Recreational Water Safety

May marks the beginning of outdoor activity season, though water temperatures remain brisk. Tbilisi is

landlocked, but locals frequent nearby lakes and reservoirs:

Tbilisi Sea ↗: A massive freshwater reservoir on the northeastern edge of town. Because it also

serves as a drinking water reserve, water quality is monitored and generally good for open-water

recreation. Official designated beach zones post safety flags during peak warm season.

Turtle Lake ↗ and Lake Lisi ↗: Popular elevated lakes for paddle boating, lakeside walks, and

sunbathing. Both lakes experience warm-weather nutrient loading and microbial fluctuations; avoid

swimming immediately after spring rainstorms when runoff increases.

Kura River ↗ (Mtkvari): Runs directly through central Tbilisi. Do not swim in the Kura River due to

industrial runoff, urban drainage, and strong seasonal currents.

Public Swimming Pools: For fitness swimming, choose treated facilities such as the 50-meter

outdoor and indoor pools at the Olympic Pool ↗ in Dighomi, which adhere to strict chlorination and

hygiene controls.

Staying Informed About Advisories

GWP maintains a 24-hour hotline (+995 32 293 11 11) and posts localized pipeline maintenance notices

and temporary supply outages online. For national environmental health bulletins and recreational water

monitoring, consult the National Environmental Agency (NEA) and the Ministry of Internally Displaced

Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia. When in doubt,

asking your hotel front desk or building host about the building’s plumbing age will guide whether a

carbon filter or bottled water is warranted.

Sources

Georgian Water and Power (GWP) – Water Quality and Laboratory Standards

National Center for Disease Control and Public Health of Georgia (NCDC)

National Environmental Agency of Georgia (NEA) – Environmental Monitoring

Ministry of Health of Georgia – Public Health Regulations

PubMed / National Library of Medicine – Microbial Water Quality of Recreational Lakes Near Tbilisi

Google Maps sources: Tbilisi sea · Turtle Lake · Lake Lisi · Kura River · Review of Kura River · Olympic Pool · Review of Olympic

Pool
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CRIME AND SAFETY REPORT

Introduction

Up-to-date safety situational awareness is vital for an enjoyable trip to Tbilisi, Georgia. Georgia is widely

recognized as one of Europe's safest travel destinations, holding a Level 1: Exercise Normal

Precautions rating from the U.S. Department of State, with comparable baseline assessments from the

UK Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO). During the peak spring travel window from

Saturday, May 8, 2027 to Friday, May 14, 2027, pleasant spring temperatures and blooming terraces

bring high foot traffic to pedestrian zones, historic quarters, and open-air markets. While violent crime

against foreigners remains exceptionally rare, higher visitor numbers correlate directly with petty

opportunism, organized nightlife bill inflation, and occasional political demonstrations along the city's

central administrative corridors.

Crime Analysis

Violent crime: Violent street offenses, such as armed muggings, physical assaults, and violent

robberies, are very uncommon in Tbilisi. However, late-night alcohol-fueled altercations can occur

outside clubs, and women traveling alone should exercise routine situational awareness at night on dimly

lit side alleys. Members of the LGBTQ+ community and visible ethnic minorities should note that social

attitudes remain conservative, and verbal street harassment can occasionally occur.

Property crime: Non-violent opportunistic theft is the primary safety issue affecting tourists.

Pickpocketing and bag-slitting occur primarily in crowded public spaces, flea markets, and metro

carriages. Common distraction ploys include street sellers pressing items into your hands, individuals

staging a dropped object, or young children swarming around you demanding coins while an

accomplice reaches into unzipped bags. Rental vehicles parked along unmonitored curbs are targets for

"smash-and-grab" break-ins; bags or electronic cables visible through vehicle windows provoke break-

ins within minutes.

Scams and fraud: Fraud in Tbilisi follows several distinct patterns:

The "Clip Joint" / Bar Scam: Friendly strangers (often local or foreign women met on dating apps or

walking along central promenades) invite tourists to join them for drinks at a specific lounge. Once

seated, expensive bottles or food are ordered without clear pricing, resulting in a bill running into

hundreds or thousands of Georgian Lari (GEL). Intimidating bouncers often block exits until the

patron pays.

Street Taxi Overcharging: Unregulated drivers waiting outside train hubs, tourist plazas, or nightlife

strips avoid turning on meters or charge tenfold rates. Always use established e-hailing apps like

Bolt.

Card Skimming & ATM Tampering: Free-standing outdoor ATMs in poorly lit corridors can harbor

card-skimming hardware.
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Rental & Excursion Brokers: Unlicensed street booths selling day excursions or apartment sublets can

provide deceptive terms or cancel without refund.

Petty crime hotspots:

Jan Shardeni Street ↗ (Old Tbilisi) – Moderate to Higher Risk for targeted bar overcharging, fake

hospitality scams, and elevated late-night bill coercion.

Station Square ↗ (Central Railway & Metro Interchange) – Moderate Risk for pickpocketing, luggage

diversion, and unlicensed taxi solicitations.

Shota Rustaveli Avenue ↗ – Moderate Risk during civil gatherings and protests around Parliament,

accompanied by pickpocketing in crowded underpasses.

Dry Bridge Market ↗ – Lower to Moderate Risk for bag-snatching and pickpocketing while visitors

are browsing outdoor antique stalls.

Narikala Fortress ↗ and its surrounding trails – Lower Risk, mainly petty distraction theft around

popular scenic viewpoints.

Timing and targets: Property crimes happen during peak tourist movement between 12:00 PM and 6:00

PM at outdoor bazaars, and between 11:00 PM and 4:00 AM on weekend nights in entertainment strips.

Solo travelers, visibly intoxicated nightlife patrons, and visitors carrying open backpacks or external

camera straps are typical targets.

Traveler Safety Information

Local laws and legal cautions: Visitors must carry valid identification at all times (a passport or high-

resolution photocopy with entry stamp), as local police have the authority to conduct random document

spot-checks. Georgia maintains a strict zero-tolerance policy regarding driving under the influence of

alcohol, as well as narcotics; prescription medications containing codeine, pseudoephedrine, or

psychotropic components (such as ADHD medications or anxiety treatments) require an apostilled

medical certificate and official declaration to prevent detention at border customs. Additionally, avoid

filming active police operations, government installations, or political demonstrations on Freedom

Square ↗ and Rustaveli Avenue, as unauthorized involvement in political gatherings can lead to fines or

re-entry bans.

Mobile phone use in an emergency:

Universal Emergency Number: Dial 112 for police, ambulance, or fire-rescue services; dispatch

operates 24/7 with English-language operators. 112 calls can be placed from any active handset

without a local SIM card.

Roaming & Local eSIM: Ensure roaming is pre-activated with your carrier, or install an eSIM from

major Georgian networks (MagtiCom or Silknet) for reliable 4G/5G and accurate GPS location across

the city.

Live Location Sharing: Keep continuous location sharing enabled with travel companions via Google

Maps or messaging apps when separating at night.
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Government traveler registration: U.S. citizens should enroll their travel dates in the Smart Traveler

Enrollment Program (STEP) to receive instant security alerts and embassy messaging. British travelers

should sign up for email notifications through the FCDO Georgia Travel Advice portal, while Australians

and Canadians should register with Smartraveller and ROCA, respectively.

Note: Full addresses, emergency consular hotlines, and citizen assistance procedures are detailed in the

Embassy & Consulates section of this report.

Prioritized Safety Recommendations

Old Town & Shardeni Nightlife Quarter: Never follow casual acquaintances, street promoters, or

dating app dates into unmarked bars or second-floor clubs. Inspect printed menus showing prices in

Georgian Lari before ordering food or drinks, and settle your bill at the counter after each round using

a secure card terminal.

Rustaveli Avenue Corridor: Monitor local media for planned protests or political rallies around the

Georgian Parliament Building. Maintain distance from crowded political gatherings; if demonstrations

spill onto the roadway, exit into side neighborhoods promptly.

Station Square & Transit Hubs: Avoid street-hailed taxis outside train and bus terminals. Book all

rides through the Bolt app. Keep wallets and phones in secured front zipped pockets rather than

loose backpack compartments while riding the metro.

Markets & Public Flea Bazaars: Keep valuables out of sight while shopping at the Dry Bridge Market.

Leave your original passport in your hotel safe and carry a laminated copy.

Sources

U.S. Department of State - Georgia Travel Advisory: Official Level 1 advisory status and security

assessments.

UK Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO): Practical safety, demonstration

avoidance, and local law guidance.

Georgia 112 Emergency and Operative Response Center: Unified national emergency services and

tourist assistance protocols.

U.S. State Department Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP): Citizen registration for emergency

evacuation and real-time alerts.
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EMBASSY LOCATIONS & CONSULAR SUPPORT

During your spring stay in Tbilisi (May 8–14, 2027), understanding your diplomatic safety net provides

peace of mind while exploring Georgia's vibrant capital. May brings pleasant, mild spring weather, but

unexpected situations—from stolen bags in crowded plazas to medical crises—require prompt consular

action.

Resident & Accredited Diplomatic Missions

United States: Embassy of the United States of America ↗

Address: 29 Georgian-American Friendship Ave, Tbilisi 0131, Georgia

Phone: +995 32 227 70 00 (after-hours emergencies: press 0)

Email: TbilisiACS@state.gov

Public Hours: Monday to Friday, 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM (routine consular and American Citizen Services

strictly by appointment; see official site).

United Kingdom: British Embassy Tbilisi ↗

Address: 51 Krtsanisi St, Tbilisi 0114, Georgia

Phone: +995 32 227 47 47 (24/7 consular assistance routing)

Public Hours: Monday to Friday, 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (public consular counter access by appointment

only).

Canada: Consulate of Canada to Georgia, in Tbilisi ↗

Address: 70 Merab Kostava St, 3rd Floor, Tbilisi 0171, Georgia

Phone: +995 32 298 2072 | Emergency (Ottawa): +1 613 996 8885

Email: tbilisi@international.gc.ca

Public Hours: Monday to Friday, 9:30 AM – 5:30 PM (consular window 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM, by

appointment only). Full embassy accreditation is maintained through the Embassy of Canada to

Türkiye in Ankara ↗.

Ireland: Honorary Consulate of Ireland in Tbilisi ↗

Address: 11 Ioseb Grishashvili St, Tbilisi 0105, Georgia

Phone: +995 595 276 624 / +995 557 685 566

Email: jeffrey.kent@honoraryconsul.ie

Public Hours: By prior appointment; full mission coverage is handled through the Embassy of Ireland

in Ankara ↗ (+90 312 459 1000).

Australia: No resident mission in Georgia.

Nearest Mission: Australian Embassy in Ankara, Türkiye ↗ (MNG Building, Uğur Mumcu Caddesi No:

88, 7th Floor, Gaziosmanpaşa, Ankara).

Phone: +90 312 459 9500 | 24/7 Consular Emergency Centre (Canberra): +61 2 6261 3305

Email: consular.ankara@dfat.gov.au

New Zealand: No resident mission in Georgia.

Nearest Mission: New Zealand Embassy in Warsaw, Poland ↗ (Al. Ujazdowskie 51, 00-536 Warsaw).
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Phone: +48 22 521 0500 | 24/7 Emergency Assistance (Wellington): +64 99 20 20 20

Email: nzwsw@nzembassy.pl

What Missions Can and Cannot Do

Consular staff can issue emergency passports or travel documents, conduct welfare checks if you are

hospitalized or detained, provide vetted lists of English-speaking doctors and local attorneys, liaise with

your next of kin, and offer guidance during civil unrest or natural disasters.

What they cannot do: Consular officers cannot act as your legal counsel, pay legal bills, post bail,

intervene in foreign judicial proceedings, guarantee entry or exit, pay medical bills, or fund private hotel

stays and flights.

Step-by-Step Emergency Protocols

Lost or Stolen Passport: File an official police report immediately with the Patrol Police Department

by dialing 112 (Georgia's unified emergency number, staffed with English operators). Take the

certified police report, digital copies of your passport photo page, and two compliant passport

photographs to your embassy or consulate's appointment window. The U.S. and UK missions in

Tbilisi can issue emergency travel documents, while Australians and New Zealanders must

coordinate immediate courier issuance or emergency travel support via their accredited embassies in

Ankara or Warsaw.

Arrest or Legal Trouble: Georgia law grants foreign nationals the right to contact their embassy.

Insist that the Georgian Patrol Police notify your diplomatic post immediately. The embassy will

monitor your welfare, ensure you have an English-speaking defense lawyer, and verify that Georgian

authorities follow standard due process.

Serious Medical Emergency: Dial 112 for an ambulance. Once admitted, call your country's after-

hours emergency line and contact your comprehensive travel insurer. Consular staff can facilitate

communication between treating doctors and family members back home.

Natural Disaster or Civil Disturbance: Georgia is seismically active, and political demonstrations

occasionally assemble along Rustaveli Avenue in central Tbilisi. In any major crisis, shelter in place,

monitor social feeds and emergency alerts from the U.S. STEP or UK Travel Advice systems, and

check in with your mission via phone or emergency registration forms.

Appointments, Staff Etiquette, and Local Nuances

All diplomatic facilities in Tbilisi operate with rigorous perimeter security. You must bring a valid

government ID and printed appointment confirmations; do not bring large backpacks, luggage, or

prohibited electronic recording equipment. While consular officers speak English, Georgian

administrative paperwork (such as police incident statements) will be issued in Georgian. You may need

a certified local translator or an English-speaking attorney to verify official statements before signing.

Remain polite, patient, and prepared with physical and digital copies of your core travel itinerary and

travel insurance policy.
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Sources

U.S. Embassy in Georgia

British Embassy Tbilisi - GOV.UK

Consulate of Canada to Georgia, in Tbilisi

Department of Foreign Affairs Ireland: Georgia travel advice

Australian Embassy in Türkiye (Accredited to Georgia)

SafeTravel New Zealand: Georgia
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EVENTS AND FESTIVALS FROM SAT, MAY 8,
2027 TO FRI, MAY 14, 2027

Public gatherings, national commemorations, and seasonal festivities in Tbilisi reveal the cultural

heartbeat of Georgia: deep spiritual devotion, an eight-millennium winemaking heritage, and a social

warmth centered on shared tables and public squares. During your stay from Saturday, May 8 to Friday,

May 14, 2027, you will experience late spring—a glorious season of blooming plane trees, outdoor

terrace dining, and balmy daytime temperatures averaging around 20°C (68°F). While this week sits just

after the Orthodox Easter cycle (which falls on May 2 in 2027), it includes one of Georgia’s most

anticipated spring celebrations along with two meaningful statutory public holidays.

Key Events and Public Holidays During Your Stay

New Wine Festival (Akhali Ghvino): Expected on Saturday, May 8, 2027 (11:00 AM – 6:00 PM).

Venue: Mtatsminda Park ↗.

Description: Held annually on the second Saturday in May, this open-air festival celebrates the

uncorking of the previous autumn’s harvest. Over 150 natural winemakers and family estates (marani)

from across Georgia gather on the plateau overlooking Tbilisi to showcase young vintages fermented

in traditional subterranean clay vessels (qvevri). The day opens with a ritual qvevri-unsealing

ceremony accompanied by polyphonic chanting (Mravaljamier), followed by food stalls, craft

workshops, and live folk performances.

Entry: Free admission to the park and stalls; visitors can purchase an official tasting glass on-site

(typically ₾15–₾25) to enjoy wine samples from winemakers throughout the day.

Victory Day over Fascism / Europe Day: Sunday, May 9, 2027.

Venue: Vake Park ↗.

Description: An official statutory public holiday commemorating the end of World War II in Europe.

Veterans, families, and civic leaders lay red carnations at the WWII Memorial and eternal flame at

Vake Park. In recent years, the day also marks Georgia’s European identity, often accompanied by

civic panel discussions and evening light displays around major landmarks.

Entry: Free public observance. Note that government offices, banks, and some specialty shops will

be closed.

Saint Andrew the First-Called Day (Andrioba): Wednesday, May 12, 2027.

Venue: Holy Trinity Cathedral of Tbilisi ↗ (Sameba).

Description: A national public holiday honoring Apostle Andrew, who according to Christian tradition

first preached the Gospel in Georgia during the 1st century. Solemn morning liturgies with choral

chanting take place in churches across the capital, culminating in major services at Sameba

Cathedral.

Entry: Free entry for respectful worship and observation. Expect bank and administrative closures.
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Recurring Weekly Events and Cultural Markets

Because mid-May bridges major spring festivals, take advantage of the lively recurring events taking

place throughout your visit:

Dry Bridge Flea Market: Daily, best on weekends (May 8–9 and throughout the week, 11:00 AM –

5:00 PM). Located at Dry Bridge Market ↗. A fascinating open-air bazaar featuring vintage Soviet

memorabilia, antique jewelry, handmade enamel (minankari), handmade rugs, and local artwork laid

out across blankets along the riverbank.

Evening Live Polyphony at Ethno-Restaurants: Nightly across Old Tbilisi. While formal concert

schedules for classical and ballet companies publish 3–4 weeks in advance, venues such as Shadow

of Metekhi ↗ host live Georgian traditional vocal polyphony and folk dancing every evening.

Significance, Background, and Etiquette

In Georgia, wine and religion represent the foundations of cultural identity. The qvevri winemaking

method is inscribed on the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage list, making the New Wine Festival not

merely a tasting event, but a cultural rite marking hospitality and hard agricultural work.

When attending the New Wine Festival at Mtatsminda, reach the venue via the scenic Tbilisi Funicular ↗

from Chonkadze Street or hail an app-based taxi (Bolt); traffic on the winding mountain road becomes

congested by early afternoon. Georgian drinking etiquette values moderation and toasts; sip slowly, pair

tastings with breads and cheeses, and always acknowledge the winemaker before moving between

stands.

For religious observances like Saint Andrew’s Day at Sameba Cathedral, dress modestly: shoulders and

knees must be covered, and women are requested to cover their heads with a scarf (often provided at

church entrances). Speak in hushed tones and never photograph worshipers or clergy during prayers.

Practical Advice and Language

Festival programs and event announcements are typically finalized 4 to 6 weeks before the date. Signs

at the New Wine Festival and major tourist attractions are bilingual in Georgian and English. For public

holidays (May 9 and May 12), plan ahead for administrative services and currency exchanges, though

most restaurants, cafes, and supermarkets in central Tbilisi remain open. Secure your lodging in

neighborhoods such as Vera ↗ or Sololaki ↗ early, as May marks the beginning of high travel season in

the Caucasus.

Sources

Georgian National Tourism Administration (Official Portal)

Marani Wine Club (New Wine Festival Organizer Information)

Tbilisi City Hall Official Portal

Time and Date: Georgia Public Holidays 2027

Google Maps sources: Vake Park · Holy Trinity Cathedral of Tbilisi · Dry Bridge Market · Review of Dry Bridge Market ·

Mtatsminda Park
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TOP 10 THINGS TO DO IN TBILISI

Visiting Tbilisi from Saturday, May 8 to Friday, May 14, 2027, places you in Georgia at the peak of mid-

spring. During this week, daytime temperatures typically hover around a comfortable 20°C to 24°C

(68°F–75°F), hillsides are lush green, and the city’s leafy courtyards, open-air terraces, and park

promenades come alive. Below is a curated selection of Tbilisi’s top ten experiences, spanning ancient

history, thermal traditions, scenic ridge hikes, thriving culinary scenes, and vibrant urban culture.

1. Ride the Aerial Tramway to Narikala Fortress and Mother of Georgia

Dating back to the 4th century as a Persian citadel known as Shuris-tsikhe, Narikala Fortress ↗ crowns

the Sololaki ridge above the Old Town. A short stroll along the scenic crest leads to the monumental 20-

meter aluminum statue of Kartlis Deda (Mother of Georgia) ↗, holding a bowl of wine for arriving friends

and a sword for foes. The glass-bottomed gondolas gliding from Rike Park ↗ up to the summit provide

sweeping panoramas of the Mtkvari River.

Neighborhood: Old Tbilisi (Kala) ↗

Admission: The ridge path and viewpoints are free. Cable car ride costs approx. 2.50 GEL one way

(plus a 2.00 GEL rechargeable transit card).

Visiting Hours & Best Time: Cable car operates daily roughly 10:00–23:00. Head up around 18:30 on

a clear May evening to catch golden hour and watch the city illuminate.

Insider Tip: Status alert: Long-term masonry consolidation and pathway restoration work have

periodically restricted access to parts of the upper interior ramparts; however, the cable car, the

ridge path, the church of St. Nicholas, and the viewpoints remain fully open. For a serene walk, skip

the cable car down and take the winding cobblestone trail descending directly toward the thermal

bath domes.

Accessibility: The cable car terminals offer step-free access, but the ridge trail itself and the walk

down are steep with uneven flagstones, making them challenging for manual wheelchair users or

travelers with limited mobility. Very popular with solo travelers and families.

2. Thermal Soak at Chreli Abano Sulfur Baths

Natural thermal springs rich in hydrogen sulfide run beneath the city and gave Tbilisi its name (from tbili,

meaning "warm"). Located beneath Persian-style brick domes, Chreli Abano Sulfur Bath ↗ (the Blue or

Orbeliani Bath) is celebrated for its intricate turquoise mosaic facade, frequented by figures like

Alexander Pushkin and Alexandre Dumas. Soaking in the private 38°C–40°C thermal mineral pools

provides a revitalizing traditional ritual.

Neighborhood: Abanotubani ↗

Admission: Private rooms start at approx. 130–150 GEL per hour (depending on room size and

facilities). The traditional exfoliating kisi scrub and soap foam massage can be booked for an

additional 20–30 GEL.
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Visiting Hours & Best Time: Daily 09:00–23:00. Book an evening session between 20:00 and 22:00

to relax your legs after full days of walking Old Town hills.

Insider Tip: Reserve your private room at least 2–3 weeks ahead of your May travel window via the

bathhouse’s official portal. Ensure you drink plenty of bottled water and remove any silver jewelry

before entering the mineral water, as sulfur will instantly tarnish silver.

Accessibility: Ground-level private suites can accommodate guests with moderate mobility

restrictions, though wet stone surfaces require caution. Bathing suits are optional in private rooms.

Highly suitable for couples and solo travelers; small children may find the sulfur smell and high water

heat intense.

3. Explore the National Botanical Garden & Leghvtakhevi Waterfall

Hidden directly in the gorge behind the Old Town walls, the National Botanical Garden of Georgia ↗

spans 161 hectares of protected forest, landscaped flower alleys, Japanese gardens, and rocky canyons.

A natural mountain stream flows directly into the heart of the ravine, culminating in the 22-meter-high

Leghvtakhevi Waterfall ↗.

Neighborhood: Abanotubani / Sololaki Ridge ↗

Admission: Approx. 4.00 GEL for adults (students 1.00 GEL). Walking through the Leghvtakhevi

wooden boardwalk to the waterfall base from outside the garden is free.

Visiting Hours & Best Time: Daily 09:00–19:30. Mid-spring in May brings the garden into peak

bloom, making mid-morning (09:30–11:30) an ideal time to wander shaded paths before midday

warmth.

Insider Tip: Enter via the upper gate near the Mother of Georgia statue after riding the cable car,

traverse the garden downhill through the canopy, and exit from the lower gate on Botanikuri Street

into Abanotubani, saving yourself an uphill trek.

Accessibility: The paved central path near the lower gate is stroller-accessible, but deeper canyon

trails and stone bridges involve hills and stairs. Great for nature walks and families.

4. Ascend Mount Mtatsminda by Historic Funicular

Towering over the western skyline, Mtatsminda Park ↗ (Holy Mountain) is situated at an elevation of

roughly 770 meters. It features lush pine forests, outdoor cafes, and vintage carnival amusements. The

mountain is best accessed via the Tbilisi Funicular Railway ↗, a steep, glass-roofed cliff railway

originally constructed in 1905.

Neighborhood: Mtatsminda ↗

Admission: Park entry is free. Funicular fare is approx. 10.00–12.00 GEL each way, paid using a

dedicated reloadable Mtatsminda card (approx. 2.00 GEL).

Visiting Hours & Best Time: Funicular operates daily 09:00–23:00. Plan an ascent around 17:30 to

watch sunset over the Caucasus range and the city below.

Insider Tip: Request to step off at the middle station to visit the historic Mtatsminda Pantheon of

Writers and Public Figures ↗ and St. David’s Church. After reaching the top, stop by the Funicular
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Restaurant complex terrace for a hot, fresh pastry (such as the classic cream-filled Soviet-style

doughnut, ponchiki) paired with Lagidze tarragon soda.

Accessibility: The funicular cabins and upper terraces have ramped access, making it relatively

friendly for strollers and wheelchairs, though mountain pathways feature occasional gradients.

5. Admire the Holy Trinity Cathedral (Sameba)

Dominating the left bank on Elia Hill, the Holy Trinity Cathedral (Sameba) ↗ is the main cathedral of the

Georgian Orthodox Church and one of the largest Orthodox churches in the world. Consecrated in 2004

to commemorate 1,500 years of autocephaly, the cathedral stands 87 meters high and synthesizes

traditional regional stone architecture into a monument of monumental scale.

Neighborhood: Avlabari ↗

Admission: Free entry.

Visiting Hours & Best Time: Open daily 08:00–21:00. Visit either during Sunday morning liturgy

(around 09:30 on May 9, 2027) to hear hypnotic polyphonic Georgian choral singing, or in the late

afternoon when golden sunlight hits the stone walls.

Insider Tip: Modest dress is enforced: women should wear dresses or long skirts and cover their hair

with a scarf (loaner wraps are available near entry points), and men must wear long trousers. Do not

miss the extensive subterranean chapels located below the main hall.

Accessibility: The exterior esplanade is paved and flat, with ramp access into the primary nave. The

walk uphill from the Avlabari Metro Station ↗ takes 10–15 minutes up a gradient; a short Bolt taxi ride

is recommended for mobility-impaired visitors.

6. Browse Antiquities at the Dry Bridge Flea Market

Born out of the economic hardships of the 1990s when residents sold belongings in Dedaena and 9

March parks, the Dry Bridge Market ↗ is now an open-air cultural institution. Traders display an eclectic

array of items on blankets: Soviet watches, mechanical cameras, amber ornaments, enameled jewelry,

horn drinking vessels (kantsi), and oil paintings.

Neighborhood: Chugureti / Riverbank ↗

Admission: Free to browse.

Visiting Hours & Best Time: Vendors set out displays daily from 11:00 to 17:00, weather permitting.

Saturday and Sunday (May 8 and 9, 2027) offer the largest number of stalls and liveliest atmosphere.

Insider Tip: Bring small cash denominations in Georgian Lari, as street vendors rarely accept bank

cards. Polite bargaining is accepted. Be cautious of buying older cultural antiques: items over 40–50

years old may require an export permit to take through airport customs.

Accessibility: Entirely situated on sidewalk pathways and paved park alleys, providing level access

for wheelchairs and strollers, though crowded clusters can form around popular stalls.
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7. Discover Vernacular Architecture at the Open Air Museum of Ethnography

Nestled across 52 hectares of wooded hillside in Vake, the Open Air Museum of Ethnography ↗ was

established in 1966 by scholar Giorgi Chitaia. About 70 authentic historical buildings—including

Svanetian stone defense towers, wooden carved verandas from Mingrelia, and Kakhetian stone wine

cellars (marani)—were dismantled in their home regions and reassembled here piece by piece.

Neighborhood: Vake / Turtle Lake Slope ↗

Admission: Approx. 20–25 GEL for foreign adults.

Visiting Hours & Best Time: Tuesday to Sunday 10:00–18:00 (closed Mondays). Visit on Tuesday or

Wednesday morning to stroll the wooded trails in tranquil seclusion.

Insider Tip: Take the vintage cable car from Vake Park ↗ directly up to Turtle Lake ↗ (approx. 1 GEL).

Enjoy a lakeside coffee, then walk 15 minutes downhill into the ethnographic museum's upper entry

point.

Accessibility: The museum consists of unpaved, hilly dirt pathways and historic buildings with steep

wooden stairs and raised thresholds. It is not suitable for wheelchairs and requires sensible walking

shoes with good tread. Wonderful for school-age children and cultural enthusiasts.

8. Taste Fresh Flavors at the Sprawling Dezerter Bazaar

For an unfiltered sensory dive into everyday Georgian food culture, the Dezerter Bazaar ↗ (Desertirebi)

near the central railway station is unmatched. Named after soldiers in the 1920s who sold military gear

here, this cavernous indoor-outdoor market is stocked with rounds of briny Imeretian and smoked

Sulguni cheese, garlands of walnut-stuffed churchkhela, wild mountain herbs, and jars of pungent ajika.

Neighborhood: Didube-Chugureti / Station Square ↗

Admission: Free entry.

Visiting Hours & Best Time: Daily roughly 07:00–17:00. Arrive between 08:30 and 11:00 for the

freshest produce, morning baking aromas, and highest energy.

Insider Tip: Vendors will warmly invite you to sample cheeses and fruit leather (tklapi). Bring

reusable cloth bags and cash in 5, 10, and 20 GEL notes. Pair your visit with a stop at a nearby street

bakery window for a piping-hot shoti bread pulled straight from a clay tone oven.

Accessibility: Narrow aisles between stalls, wet stone floors in the dairy and pickle sections, and

brisk hand-cart traffic make navigation tricky for travelers with mobility aids or large strollers.

9. Experience Contemporary Arts and Social Life at Fabrika

Housed inside a former Soviet sewing factory, Fabrika Tbilisi ↗ is the beating heart of Tbilisi’s

contemporary creative and subcultural scene. Its raw concrete courtyard is filled with vibrant street art

murals, independent concept stores, ceramic workshops, artisan coffee roasters, and craft bars.

Neighborhood: Chugureti (Marjanishvili) ↗

Admission: Free entry to the courtyard, lobby, and art spaces.

Visiting Hours & Best Time: Courtyard and cafes open around 10:00; bars remain lively until late. An

ideal time to visit is late afternoon (17:00–19:00), easing into an open-air evening drink with locals and
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global nomads.

Insider Tip: After checking out the local vinyl store and indie boutique apparel, exit onto

pedestrianized portions of nearby Davit Aghmashenebeli Avenue ↗ to photograph early-20th-

century Art Nouveau stucco facades.

Accessibility: The open-plan ground floor, expansive courtyard, and ground-level eateries are flat,

paved, and wheelchair-accessible. Very welcoming to solo travelers, digital nomads, and young

families.

10. Catch the Marionette Show and Marvel at Gabriadze Clock Tower

Tucked onto a quiet cobblestone bend in the historic center, the leaning clock tower of the Gabriadze

Marionette Theater ↗ looks like a whimsical fairytale illustration. Handcrafted by famed Georgian

playwright, painter, and puppeteer Rezo Gabriadze, the tower incorporates ceramic tiles painted by the

artist himself. Every hour on the hour, a mechanical angel steps out of an upper turret to strike a bell

with a small hammer, and twice daily (12:00 and 19:00), a miniature puppet show titled "The Circle of

Life" plays out on a tiny balcony.

Neighborhood: Old Tbilisi (Kala / Shavteli St) ↗

Admission: Viewing the clock tower and puppet mechanical display is free. Theater performance

tickets cost approx. 60–100 GEL when in session.

Visiting Hours & Best Time: Gather outside at 11:50 or 18:50 to secure a spot for the mechanical

show at 12:00 or 19:00. The quiet morning light between 08:30 and 10:00 is also ideal for

photography before walking tours arrive.

Insider Tip: Pair your visit with a stop right next door at Anchiskhati Basilica ↗, the oldest surviving

church in Tbilisi (dating to the 6th century), renowned for its quiet brick arches and austere early-

Christian iconography.

Accessibility: The square and street around the tower are pedestrian-only cobblestone; manual

wheelchair users may encounter some bumps, but the viewing area is step-free. Highly

recommended for travelers of all ages.

Quick Practical Comparison

Attraction Neighborhood
Standard Admission

(Approx.)
Primary Style / Vibe

Narikala & Kartlis Deda Old Tbilisi
Free (Cable car ~2.50

GEL)

Panoramic viewpoint & ancient

fortress

Chreli Abano Sulfur Baths Abanotubani
From ~130 GEL / hr per

room

Thermal wellness & heritage

ritual

Botanical Garden & Canyon
Sololaki /

Abanotubani
~4.00 GEL

Lush nature, gorge walk &

waterfall
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Attraction Neighborhood
Standard Admission

(Approx.)
Primary Style / Vibe

Mtatsminda & Funicular Mtatsminda
Free (Funicular ~10–12

GEL)
High-altitude skyline view & park

Holy Trinity Cathedral

(Sameba)
Avlabari Free

Orthodox monumental

architecture & choir

Dry Bridge Flea Market
Chugureti /

Riverbank
Free

Antiques, vintage curios & folk

art

Open Air Museum of

Ethnography
Vake ~20–25 GEL

Rural folk architecture &

mountain towers

Dezerter Bazaar Station Square Free
Lively working food & produce

bazaar

Fabrika Hub Chugureti Free entry
Creative yard, street art & craft

beer

Gabriadze Clock Tower Old Tbilisi Free outdoor viewing
Quirky theatrical art & historic

church walk

Sources

Georgian National Tourism Administration (Georgia Travel Official Portal)

Tbilisi Transport Company (Municipal Cable Cars, Metro & Transit Tariffs)

Georgian National Museum Official Website (Open Air Museum of Ethnography)

Chreli Abano Sulfur Bath Official Booking & Services Portal

Fabrika Tbilisi Creative Space Official Site

Rezo Gabriadze Marionette Theater Official Site
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LOCAL FOOD AND 10 BEST PLACES TO EAT

Food in Tbilisi is a celebration of hospitality, geography, and deep ancestral heritage. Positioned at the

crossroads of Europe, the Middle East, and Central Asia, Georgian gastronomy weaves together fragrant

fresh herbs (tarragon, purple basil, cilantro), crushed walnuts, sour fruit bases (such as tkemali sour

plum sauce), garlic, and regional cheeses like brine-cured Sulguni. Dishes balance richness with acidity

and herbal brightness, frequently slow-cooked in earthenware clay dishes called ketsi or baked inside

wood-fired brick ovens. During your visit in mid-May (May 8 to May 14, 2027), you will experience

warm, late-spring weather, a season when vibrant mountain herbs, wild greens, spring garlic, and fresh

cheeses dominate market stalls and restaurant kitchens across the city.

Signature Dishes and Drinks

Khinkali: Twisted mountain dumplings filled with spiced minced meat (beef/pork) and fragrant broth,

eaten strictly by hand.

Adjaruli Khachapuri: A boat-shaped bread freshly baked with molten cheese, topped with a raw egg

yolk and a pat of butter stirred together tableside.

Imeruli Khachapuri: A round, double-crusted flatbread filled with salty, melted fresh cheese, eaten

as the staple bread accompaniment to meals.

Pkhali: Vegetable pâtés made from finely minced spinach, beetroot, or cabbage bound with ground

walnuts, garlic, coriander, and vinegar, garnished with ruby pomegranate seeds.

Shkmeruli: Tender, roasted crispy chicken submerged in a sizzling, creamy garlic-infused milk sauce

served in a clay pot.

Lobio: Creamy red kidney beans stewed with fried onions, coriander, garlic, and dried spices,

traditionally served boiling hot in an earthenware jug alongside cornbread (mchadi).

Chakapuli: The quintessential Georgian spring stew, featuring tender braised lamb or veal simmered

in dry white wine, sour green tkemali plums, scallions, and mounds of fresh tarragon.

Qvevri Amber Wine: Indigenous Georgian wine made using 8,000-year-old traditional methods by

fermenting grape juice on skins and stems inside clay amphorae buried underground.

Laghidze Water: Classic Georgian effervescent soda flavored naturally with herbal tarragon or rich

chocolate syrup, poured with a signature tall head of foam.

Chacha: A potent, clear grape pomace brandy traditionally sipped during toasts or served neat as an

aperitif/digestif.

Food Customs and Dining Etiquette

At the center of Georgian dining lies the supra—a celebratory feast orchestrated by a chosen

toastmaster known as the tamada. Toasts follow a philosophical arc, celebrating God, peace, ancestry,

friendship, and homeland before anyone drinks. Even during casual dinners, meals are communal;

dishes are placed in the center of the table and layered atop one another as courses arrive, encouraging
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everyone to taste and share. When eating khinkali, never use a fork: hold the dumpling by its thick flour

dough knob (the kudi), take a careful nibble from the side, sip the savory broth inside, and eat down to

the top handle, leaving the thick dough handle on your plate to count how many you have eaten.

In standard Tbilisi restaurants, bread and table mineral water (such as Borjomi) are ordered à la carte

rather than served free of charge. Bills almost universally include a mandatory service charge of 10% to

18% added directly to the total. This service fee goes to the establishment; leaving an additional 5% to

10% in cash directly for your server is customary and warmly appreciated for attentive service.

Average Dining Costs

Tbilisi offers exceptional value across all tiers of dining, from basement taverns (dukani) to refined chef-

led tasting menus. Below are typical dining costs per person in Georgian Lari (GEL) and approximate US

Dollars:

Dining Style
Price Range

(GEL)

Approx. Cost

(USD)
Typical Inclusions

Budget / Dukhan ₾15 – ₾30 $6 – $11 5–6 khinkali, bread, draft beer or soft drink

Mid-Range

Casual
₾40 – ₾80 $15 – $30

Shared pkhali, hot main (shkmeruli/lobio), carafe of

house wine

Fine Dining /

Creative
₾100 – ₾220+ $38 – $85+

Multi-course modern dishes, artisan cheese, bottled

natural Qvevri wine

Dining Times and Holiday Considerations

Georgians dine relatively late. Breakfast runs from 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM, with many cafes not opening

their kitchens until 10:00 AM. Lunch takes place between 1:30 PM and 4:00 PM, while dinner rarely

begins before 8:00 PM and frequently extends well past 11:00 PM, especially on weekends when wine

and conversation linger. During your travel window (May 8–14, 2027), two official national holidays

occur: Victory Day on Sunday, May 9, and St. Andrew the First-Called Day on Wednesday, May 12.

While state offices and banks close on these dates, restaurants, wine bars, and markets operate with

normal or extended hours. However, local dining spots and outdoor garden terraces fill up quickly with

celebrating families, so advance dinner reservations for May 9 and May 12 are strongly recommended.

Areas of Interest for Food

To experience the city's culinary geography, explore these essential neighborhoods and markets:

Old Tbilisi ↗: The labyrinthine historic center packed with wine cellars, traditional taverns, and scenic

dining patios.

Sololaki ↗: A 19th-century residential district renowned for leafy courtyard cafes, natural wine spots,

and intimate neighborhood bistros.

Vera ↗: A bohemian hillside quarter home to modern Georgian culinary ventures and specialty coffee

roasters.
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Vake ↗: An upscale district along Chavchavadze Avenue known for polished bistros, wine bars, and

contemporary regional dining.

Chugureti ↗: A vibrant Left Bank neighborhood blending traditional street bakers with creative

modern gastronomy.

Dezerter Bazaar ↗: The city's largest open-air agricultural market, overflowing with local wheels of

Sulguni, homemade churchkhela, herbs, and spices.

Bazari Orbeliani ↗: A restored historical market hall combining a fresh food market on the lower level

with artisan street-food stalls upstairs.

Fabrika Tbilisi ↗: A repurposed Soviet sewing factory courtyard featuring indie street-food pop-ups,

craft beer counters, and casual burgers.

Top 10 Local Restaurants

Barbarestan ↗ (Chugureti) • Fine Dining / High-End

Housed in a historical residence, this celebrated venue bases its entire menu on recipes recovered

from the 1874 cookbook by Duchess Barbare Jorjadze. Order: Duck fillet in cherry glaze or slow-

cooked pumpkin soup with roasted seeds and fresh goat cheese.

Shavi Lomi ↗ (Chugureti) • Mid-Range
Set in a secluded retro-vintage courtyard, Chef Meriko Gubeladze’s "Black Lion" is an institution for

contemporary, cozy urban Georgian cuisine. Order: Beef stew with sour plum sauce or the signature

"Gobi"—a large communal wooden bowl filled with various regional pkhali, pickled peppers, and

cornbread fritters.

Restaurant Littera ↗ (Sololaki) • Fine Dining

Located in the enchanting back garden of the 19th-century Writers' House of Georgia, Chef Tekuna

Gachechiladze crafts boundary-pushing New Georgian gastronomy. Order: Shkmeruli-style sea bass

or trout carpaccio with green ajika and pomegranate.

Keto & Kote ↗ (Vera) • Mid-to-Upscale
Tucked away at the end of a cobblestone cul-de-sac with panoramic city views, this restaurant

elevates Western Georgian dishes with delicate finesse. Order: Megrelian khachapuri topped with

crispy melted sulguni and fresh corn grits (elarji) whipped with cheese.

Cafe Daphna ↗ (Old Tbilisi / Dry Bridge) • Casual / Budget

A sleek, artful noodle and dumpling house that modernizes the classic mountain tavern experience

without losing soul or technique. Order: Hand-pinched beef-and-pork khinkali with crushed black

pepper and a side of fresh cilantro salad.

Mafshalia ↗ (Chugureti) • Budget / Authentic Tavern

An authentic, retro Soviet-era basement diner beloved by locals for hearty Megrelian soul food at

bargain prices. Order: Hot elarji (cornmeal porridge with melted stringy sulguni) served with beef

stew in walnut sauce (kharsho).

Shemomechama ↗ (Vake) • Casual / Budget

Whimsically translating to "I accidentally ate the whole thing," this vintage-styled spot serves freshly
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rolled dumplings made behind an open glass counter. Order: Traditional Kalakuri khinkali (with herbs)

paired with fresh cucumber-tomato salad drenched in Kakhetian unrefined sunflower oil.

Salobie Bia ↗ (Rustaveli) • Mid-Range

An eclectic basement tavern under the Rustaveli Theater showcasing wall-to-wall contemporary art

alongside honest, home-cooked regional dishes. Order: Slow-simmered clay-pot lobio beans

accompanied by pickled Jonjoli flowers, salted cheese, and piping hot cornbread.

Alubali Restaurant ↗ (Vera) • Mid-Range

Celebrated for its garden terrace and reliance on farmstead producers from Samegrelo, serving

natural qvevri wines and soulful home-style dishes. Order: Traditional pan-fried chicken in

blackberry sauce (isrimi) or mint-rolled Sulguni rolls (gebzhalia).

Café Leila ↗ (Old Tbilisi) • Casual / Mid-Range
Situated across from the historic puppet theater clock tower, this intricately painted salon is the city’s

premier destination for pescatarian and vegetarian Georgian fare. Order: Pumpkin kharcho stew,

walnut-stuffed eggplant rolls, and a slice of royal caramel-walnut candy (kaklucha).
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